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How Does the Strategic Use of Evidence Assist in the Detection of Deception?

Detecting deception in suspect interviews is difficult and low accuracy rates for jnon-evidence based deception
detection denote this. Police officials, detectives, and even the most experienced and highly tramned
professionals struggle to achieve results that are significantly greater than chance (Adelson, 2004). Statistically,
the probability of correctly detecting deception 1z only slightly higher than chance with a mere 53% rate of
accuracy (Adelson, 2004: Scott. 2010; Sorochinski et al_ 2014). The strategic use of evidence can significantly
improve the rate of accuracy in detecting deception and distinguishing liars from those who are telling the truth.
This essav fwill argue that the success rate of deception detection n suspect interviews increases when an
incremental approach to the strategic use of evidence 1s applied by an mterviewer who is trained specifically in
using the technique | Non-evidence based deception cues alone are not sufficient or consistent enough to detect
deception Furthermore, the chances of accurately detecting deception improve with the use of strategic
evidence disclosure techniques, namely early disclosure of evidence, Strategic Use of Evidence — Basic (SUE-
Basic), and Strategic Use of Evidence — Incremental (SUE-Incremental) respectively

INot all methods of detecting deception are reliable; this is especially true for non-evidence based detection
which relies on verbal and non-verbal behaviours such as vocal characteristics, facial characteristics and bodily
movements (Adelson. 2004; Kapardis. 2014). The problem with| this method is that both verbal and non-verbal
cues vary between individuals and circumstances (Scott, 2010). Numerous studies have shown that people are
sunply not good lie detectors when their judgements are based on verbal and non-verbal cues alone (Granhag &
Vry, 2005; Kapardis, 2014: Masip & Herrero, 2013). Just as there is no specific non-verbal behaviour that
tvpifies a liar, there are no specific verbal cues; therefore, the challenge for the interviewer lies in analysing both
what is said and how it is said (Kapardis. 2014). Often. the limitations imposed by the many variables between
the interviewer and suspect hinder the ability to produce consistent and reliable results using| these methods.
The Strategic Use of Evidence (SUE) approach 1s based on the 1dea that guilty and innocent parties will behave

differently throughout an interview (Luke et al.. 2013; Sorochinski et al., 2014). In general, truth-tellers or

innocent people believe that their innocence is obvious, whereas [the guilty or liars tend to keep stories simple in

an attempt to avoid disclosing information that may be somehow incriminating (Luke et al.. 2013; Sorochinski

et al., 2014). The SUE approach can only be used if the interviewer has access to evidence that incriminates the
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